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country would be able to make use of China's four
hundred millions against the Soviet Union. In
these circumstances Russia could not expose itself
to the hostility of England, and in proportion as the
shoe pinched in the East, was constrained to agree
to more and more concessions to England in the
matter of Spain. The Spanish Republic had every
reason for being sceptical of Mr. Eden, of Franco's
financial backers in the City, and of British large
scale capitalists with shares in Rio Tinto. It took
the only right view, that the Spanish people must
free itself.

Since these lines were written, events in Spain
have taken an increasingly dramatic and tragic
course.

Last November I was still full of hope and confi-
dence in the building up of the Spanish army
which the Negrin Government had taken in hand
with exemplary energy. At last the training
colleges were turning out excellent officers ; the
instruction and the spirit of the soldiers were first
rate ; we had enormous reserves of man power
at our disposal, whereas Franco was unable to call
upon any more from his own territory, A great
cry of misery rose up from the Fascist correspon-
dence seized at Brunete, while the number of
deserters who came over to us continually increased,